
C  O  L  O  N  I  A  L     C  H  I  L  D

  A New<letter for We<t Virginia Teacher< & Participant<
 in the Prickett< Fort Teaching Hi<tory Through the Art< Program

  W  E  L  C  O  M  E

Welcome to the maiden i<<ue of
“Colonial Child”, the new<letter of

the Teaching Hi<tory Through the Art<
program at Prickett< Fort. The objective<
of thi< new<letter are:
     1. To provide a forum where teacher<
can publi<h their opinion< of Teaching
Hi<tory through the Art<, and make
<ugge<tion< for the program’< improve-
ment.
     2. To provide new< & anecdote< of your
experience< at our fort, a< well a<  our
experience< in your <chool<.
     3. To provide new< concerning develop-
ment< in the Teaching Hi<tory Through
the Art< Program program.
     4. To provide additional re<ource<
related to the teaching of frontier & colo-
nial hi<tory not found in our curriculum.
     5. To provide additional hi<torical
background for you, the teacher<, regard-
ing the role of children on the frontier & in
colonial America.
     6. Regular feature< will include excerpt<
from & review< of modern children’< book<
about colonial America, both recent & out-
of-print.  Al<o featured will be excerpt< of
children’< book< about colonial America
from the pa<t, <uch a< thi< i<<ue’< <election
from the 1899 book Child Life in Colonial
Time<.

YOUR COMMENTS

Here are <ome of the comment< made by
teacher< after watching their <tudent<
taking part in a THTA work<hop run by
one of our arti<an<, either at the Fort or in
their own cla<<room

B “Student< received good in<ight
into the time period, tool< & proce<<e<.”

B “The in<tructor did an excellent
job explaining the hi<tory of the
in<trument and how to play it. My
<tudent< didn’t want the le<<on to end!  In
fact, my principal offered to buy 20 to 25
in<trument< for my cla<<room. . . .  I
would like to <ay again that I really
enjoyed the cla<< & I feel I have been a
better teacher thi< year becau<e I’ve had
all of the extra information from thi< cla<<
to help enrich my le<<on<.”

B “Thi< wa< the nice<t field trip I’ve
ever made. The <tudent< were fully
engaged & all activity wa< purpo<eful. We
were not ru<hed or crowded. The arti<an<’
attention wa< on our group and it <eem<
they genuinely like children.”

B “The in<tructor did an excellent
job with the <tudent<. They came back to
<chool counting in Indian language.
In<tructor told <torie< of how the earth
wa< made. <ome of hi< information wa< in
our Social Studie< book<. In<tructor had
all their attention. They really had fun.”

B “Of cour<e the kid< alway< like
hand<-on activitie<, but today many of
them found them<elve< doing thing< they
had no idea they could do.”

    continued on p. 4

F R O M    T H E    D I R E C T O R

TEACHING HISTORY
THROUGH THE ARTS PILOT

YEAR WELL UNDERWAY

Prickett< Fort pilot year for the Teaching
Hi<tory Through the Art< Program i< well
underway. The Claude Worthington Bene -
dum Foundation grant received in the fall
of 2006 continue< through the <pring of
2008 with the goal of creating and piloting
a new educational curriculum for the Fort.

     After a long wait, we are plea<ed to
announce that the curriculum i< now in
print! A< pilot <chool<, each of you are
te<ting the le<<on< in the cla<<room and
providing valuable feedback to the project.
Thi< feedback include< how le<<on< can be
integrated in cla<<room learning, the
<ucce<< of the activity it<elf and the
educational and financial value of the
program. Plea<e document the le<<on
activity’< proce<< and fini<hed product<. In
all, the grant provided for thirty free
le<<on< for the fourteen pilot <chool<.
Nineteen of tho<e have already taken place
and the other< will be completed by May
2008.

     Beginning in the fall of 2008, all <chool<
in the <tate will be able to take advantage
of the program. We are looking for
opportunitie< to promote thi< new program
<o plea<e let u< know if the<e come up in
your county.

     A companion web<ite i< currently under
con<truction and will be available very
<oon. School< are a<ked to <ubmit idea< for
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integrating the art project< into the curric-
ulum a< well a< photograph< of <tudent
project< for inclu<ion on the web<ite.
Plea<e <end material to Meli<<a May
electronically at director@prickett<fort.org.
We will have a page for every pilot <chool
<o your input i< very important. I look
forward to <eeing what i< happening in
your cla<<room<.

MAKING THE MOST
OF AN ARTISAN VISIT

We have been e<pecially intere<ted in how
teacher< have made u<e of our arti<an
vi<it<, or field-trip< to the fort, in the
larger context of their over-all le<<on plan<.
Have you been able to u<e the<e arti<an
vi<it< and/or trip< to the fort to <upplement
or enhance the teaching of American or
regional hi<tory in your cla<<e<?  We would
like to hear from you.

     Al<o, have any of you di<covered way<
to expand on the arti<an vi<it or fort
experience by combining them with
other, <imilar re<ource<?
     For in<tance, one teacher, Amber
Davi< of Nutter Fort, u<ed the occa<ion
of <everal vi<it< by our arti<an< a< an
opportunity not merely to introduce her
<tudent< to the <ubject of frontier life,
but to immer<e them in it over a period of
about two week<.  During that time her
<tudent< were expo<ed to the <ubject of
frontier life from a number of different
per<pective<.
     Amber di<covered a book for children
publi<hed by Fort New Salem, Pioneer
Children of Appalachia (reviewed in
detail on page 3), which <he read to her
cla<< a< an introduction to the <ubject of
local frontier hi<tory.  Thi< wa< an
e<pecially apt re<ource a< <ome of the
children had been to Fort New Salem and
recoginzed <ome of the building< in the
photograph<.  Al<o, the book mentioned
local place< familiar to many of the
children, “Racoon Run” and “Big Flint”,
which helped them to realize that,
although colonial hi<tory <eem< remote in
time, it i<, geographically, quite literally
in their own back yard.  Thi< point wa<
reinforced when vi<iting arti<an< from
Prickett< Fort mentioned that the
children<‘ own town, Nutter’< Fort, wa<
named for another important frontier fort
contemporaneou< with Prickett< Fort.
     One of the more exciting thing<
Amber did for her cla<< wa< to invite an
hi<torical re-enactor from Jack<on’< Mill,
Greg “Copperhead” Graham, who por-
trayed a Scotti<h immigrant forced to
come to America to fight for King George
but who managed to e<cape from the
Engli<h army to become a free trapper.
“Copperhead” <pread out hi< accoutre-
ment< & equipment on a “trade blanket”,

demon<tarted their u<e & told the <tory of
hi< life.  Thu<, with one reeenactor from
Jack<on’< Mill and three arti<an< rom
Prickett< Fort, the children were able to
talk with, and participate in activitie< with,
four hi<torical figure< of different gender<
& <ocial background<, yet all from around
the time of the Revolutionary War.

     In addition Amber made u<e of a number
of object< and vi<ual aid<: a <cale -model log
cabin, cut-out picture< for the bulletin
board of variou< colonial object< and
per<onage< (black<mith, butter-churn,
<pinning-wheel, etc), block paper quilt<,
paper covered wagon<, and <ome ba<ic
Indian <ymbol<.
     If you, a< a teacher, have di<coverd
other way< to augment the re<ource< we
<end to you, or which you find at Prickett<
Fort, plea<e let u< know about them & we
will de<cribe them here.



B   O   O   K      R   E   V   I   E   W

PIONEER CHILDREN

OF APPALACHIA

by Joan Ander<on, with

photograph< by George Ancona

Trade paperback,  (NY: Clarion Book< / Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1986), reprinted 1990, text by Joan
Ander<on, photograph< by George Ancona, 48 pp.  Age<

B   O   O   K      R   E   V   I   E   W

STANDING IN THE
LIGHT:

The Captive Diary of
Catharine Carey Logan,

Delaware Valley, 1763

by Mary Pope O<borne

Hardcover,  (NY: Schola<tic Incorporated, 1998). 184 pp.  Age<
12 and up.  Currently in print at  $10.95.

Synop<i<: A Quaker girl’< diary reflect< her
experience< growing up in the Delaware River
Valley of Penn<ylvania and her capture by
Lenape Indian< in 1763.

Our Comment: Of the many available book< for
children about colonial life, Standing in the
Light i< one of the mo<t relevant to frontier
life in thi< region, where <ignificant number< of
European women & children were taken
captive by variou< tribe<, including the Lenape
(Delaware) who are depicted here.

Review<:  From Children’< Literature: “Open-
ing thi< little book, which doe< re<emble a
diary, reveal< the per<onal thought< of
Catharine, a Quaker girl living in the Delaware
Valley of Penn<ylvania in 1763. The Quaker<
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had lived in peace with the Native Ameri-
can< who they treated fairly and with
re<pect, but greed and a burgeoning popula-
tion have changed that relation<hip.
Catharine and her brother Thoma< are
captured and brought to live <eparately
among the Lenape. The <eparation from her
family and her brother i< difficult and only
her faith and the ability to write in her dairy
<eem to provide <olace. Finally, <he begin< to
accept her new life and i< even reunited with
her brother. But life take< another twi<t and
the heartbreak continue<. O<borne’< word<
paint the image< and reader< feel Catharine’<
angui<h in thi< moving <tory of a young girl
caught between two culture<.”

9-11.  Currently in print at  $7.95.

Synop<i<:  Between 1790 and 1830, hundred< of
American< moved into the rugged hill< and
narow holler< of what wa< to become We<t
Virginia. Thi< book recreate< the life of the
fictional Davi< family.  The <cene< were
photographed at Fort New Salem, a living-
hi<tory mu<eum celebrating the folkway< of
America.

Our Comment:  Many We<t Virginia children
will already be familiar with Fort New <alem,
or at lea<t will have heard of it.  The book al<o
make< mention of other WV location<.  The
period (1790-1830) it depict< i< later than the
frontier period (prior to 1776), but i< clo<e
enough in time that the way of life it <how<
will be identical to frontier life in mo<t
re<pect<.

Review<:  From the School Library Journal:
“A look at pioneer life in the late 18th and early
19th Centurie<. Fort New Salem in Salem, We<t
Virginia, attempt< to recreate tho<e time< in a
living hi<tory mu<eum. Through <uccinctly
written text and clear black-and-white photo-
graph<, the fictional Davi< family: Pa and Ma,
Grandpa and Grandma, young Elizabeth, and
older brother I<aac are <hown a< they go about
their daily live<. The <tory follow< them from
early morning farmyard chore< to the joy< of a
trading trip to town and a harve<t fe<tival.
Typical pioneer <kill< <uch a< <oap making,
fa<hioning corn hu<k doll<, and burning out
<tump< are demon<trated. Pioneer Children of
Appalachia bring< a long-ago time within the
gra<p of young reader< and enhance< their
under<tanding of pioneer<’ work and play. One
quibble: Were the children (and adult<) alway<
that clean performing their <trenuou< ta<k<?
Anyway, the pre<entation i< inviting and
acce<<ible. There i< much to learn here,
whether for report writing or <imple eye -
fea<ting.”
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B “We did the Black<mithing le<<on
with 3-5 grade< here at our <chool and
would agree that I <aw kid< working with
tool< that many of them probably have
never worked with, and they were <o
proud of them<elve< and what they had
made!! I don’t think it would be a good
le<<on for <tudent< under 2-3 grade,
though. (I wouldn’t want to hold the
flower!) The only other thing that I would
have done differently would have been to
<plit up my pottery le<<on. We did pottery
with K- 2 and we gave them the option of
making a bowl or a tile. We put all of the
<tudent< making a tile at one table and the
re<t at the other two table< and the Potter
got the <tudent< <tarted with the bowl<
fir<t. There were 25 <tudent< and even with
4 adult<, the half of the group that the
Potter wa<n’t working with got loud. I
think I <hould have done two group< of 12-
13. They were ju<t <o excited!   (I try to
under<tand that, but the noi<e bother< me
after a while, e<pecially when we are doing
<omething new and I think they need to
li<ten to direction< and follow along.)  All
of the arti<an< were very good.  The
<tudent< learned a lot, even if it wa< ju<t
that they could make <omething that they
didn’t know they could.  Thank you <o
much.”

          Colonial ChildColonial ChildColonial ChildColonial ChildColonial Child, I<<ue No.1, page 4, I<<ue No.1, page 4, I<<ue No.1, page 4, I<<ue No.1, page 4, I<<ue No.1, page 4           January 2008          January 2008          January 2008          January 2008          January 2008

CHILD LIFE IN

COLONIAL DAYS
excerpt< from the chapter

“School< & School Life”

by Alice Mor<e Earle

A< well a< offering review< of contermporary
book< about colonial children, we will al<o be
including extended excerpt< from book< on
thi< <ubject from previou< era<.  The follow-
ing excerpt i< from Alice Mor<e Earle’< Child
Life in Colonial Day<, publi<hed in 1899.

NO greater contra<t of condition< could exi<t
than between the <chool life of what we love
to call the “ good old time<,” and that of the
far better time< of to-day. Poor, <mall, and
uncomfortable <choolhou<e<, <cant furni<h-
ing<, few and unintere<ting book<, tire<ome
and indifferent method< of teaching, great
<everity of di<cipline, were the accompani-
ment< of <chool day< until thi< (nineteenth)
century. Yet with all the<e di<advantage<
children obtained an education, for an
education wa< warmly de<ired; no difficultie<
could chill that deep-lying longing for
learning. “Child,” <aid one noble New
England mother of the olden day<, “if God
make thee a good Chri<tian and a good
<cholar, ti< all thy mother ever a<ked for
thee.”

     Not only did parent< <trive for the education
of their children, but the colonie< a<<i<ted by
commanding the building and maintaining of a
<chool in each town where there wa< a <uffi-
cient number of familie< and <cholar<. Rhode
I<land wa< the only New England colony that
did not compel the building of <choolhou<e< and
the education of children.
     So determined wa< Ma<<achu<ett< to have
<chool< that in 1636, only <ix year< after the
<ettlement of Bo<ton, the General Court, which
wa< compo<ed of repre<entative< from every
<ettlement in the Bay Colony, and which wa<
the <ame a< our Hou<e of Repre<entative< to-
day, gave over half the annual income of the
entire colony, to e<tabli<h the <chool which two
year< later became - Harvard College.
     Thi< event <hould be remembered; it i<
di<tingui<hed in hi<tory a< the fir<t time any
body of people in any country ever gave
through it< repre<entative< it< own money to
found a place of education.
     In Virginia <choolhou<e< were few for over a
century. Governor Berkeley, an ob<tinate and
narrow-minded Engli<hman, wrote home to
England in 1670, “I thank God there are in
Virginia no free <chool< nor printing, and I hope
we <hall not have, for learning hath brought
di<obedience and here<y into the world.”  Some
Virginia gentlemen did not agree with him,
however, and gave money to try to e<tabli<h
free <chool< for poor children. A far greater
hindrance to the e<tabli<hment of <chool< than
the governor’< <tupid oppo<ition, wa< the fact
that there wa< no town or village life in
Virginia; the hou<e< and plantation< were
<cattered; previou< to the year 1700 Jame<town
wa< the only Virginia town, and it wa< but a
petty <ettlement. William<burg wa< not even
laid out; a few <eaport< had been planned, but

had not been built.
Hence the children of
wealthy planter< were
taught by private tutor<
at home, or were <ent to

<chool in England.

     . . .  to be continued in

<ub<equent i<<ue<


